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Dear IOIBD members, Dear Friends         
date: 23 July 2025 
 
It is a pleasure to forward this IOIBD Newsletter, highlighting events in the IOIBD community. 
 
We celebrate another successful IOIBD meeting, from 27-30 March 2025 in Auckland, New Zealand. We 
appreciate all attendees for making the (long) journey! Some combined the trip with the Dr. Falk 
Meeting in Sydney, others combined with the ‘IBD All-stars meeting’ in Queenstown. Many took time off 
to travel through beautiful New Zealand. 
Based on your feedback in the post-AGM survey, the long journey was very worth the trip!  
A huge thank you once more to the local Organising committee chaired by Richard Gearry, with Michael 
Kamm and Siew Ng. You have raised the bar both for the scientific and the social program, with 
extraordinary blending of the local culture into both parts of our AGM! 
 
Auckland event facts: 
-> The onsite participation was 109 delegates for the AGM and 67 for the Satellite.  
-> The local organizing team led by Richard Gearry did a great job showcasing regional science and the 
many beautiful aspects of Auckland and New Zealand. Michael and Siew joined forces to present us with 
the best state-of-the art IBD science. The variety of social events, the great food and the many typical 
Māori influences in the meeting have made a lasting impact on our participants. It was considered a very 
warm and personal meeting, with a high level of science.  
-> The Satellite meeting was organized by Marla Dubinsky, Axel Dignass, Marietta Iacucci, and David 
Rubin. The topic for the meeting was highly relevant, as always: Potential Roles of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) in IBD’ 

Conference photo’s: link to pictures IOIBD AGM Auckland 2025 
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Thanks again to the organizing committee 
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With this newsletter, we also want to update you on some important deadlines and communicate 
decisions from our last executive meetings. We have a lot to share with you! 
 
In the meantime, preparations for the next AGMs in Porto (2026) and in Oslo (2027) are well underway. 
The Porto scientific program is signed off and plans for the Satellite meeting are nearly finished. The 
Porto registration pack will be shared with you soon! 
 

A. FUTURE VENUES 
1. Annual General IOIBD Meeting 2026: Thursday 19 – Sunday 22 March 2026 in Porto 

Satellite meeting: Thursday 19 March (08:00-15:00 hrs) OR Wednesday 18 March full day 
Faculty and sponsor dinner, Wednesday 18 March 2026 
Organisers AGM:  
Fernando Magro (chair), Maria Abreu, Paulo Kotze, Laurent Peyrin-Biroulet, Harry Sokol 
Organisers Satellite: 
James Lindsay, Dermot McGovern 
 

2. Annual General IOIBD Meeting 202: Thursday 15 – Sunday 18 April 2027 in Oslo, Norway 
Satellite meeting: Thursday 15 April (08:00-15:00 hrs) OR Wednesday 14 April full day 
Faculty and sponsor dinner, Wednesday 14 April 2027 
Organisers AGM: Tom Øresland (chair), Johan Burisch, Jonas Halfvarsson, Marte Lie Høivik, 
Björn Moum, Pär Myrelid, Morten Vatn. 

Please block your calendar for the next AGMs 
 

 
B. UPDATES  
B.1. Change of executive board members since 27 March 2025 

On Thursday 27 March 2025, a 
rotation of IOIBD executive 
positions took place during the 
Annual Business Meeting for 
academic members in Auckland, 
New Zealand 
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The new executive team for IOIBD has been installed: 
Chair: David Rubin, University of Chicago, USA     past: Iris Dotan 
Scientific Secretary: James Lindsay, The Royal London Hospital, UK        past: Marla Dubinsky 
Treasurer (since 2023): Pär Myrelid, Linköping University Hospital, Sweden 
Deputy chair: Axel Dignass, Agaplesion Markus Hospital, Germany  past: David Rubin 
Deputy Scientific Secretary: Dermot McGovern, Cedars Sinai MC LA, USA  past: Axel Dignass 
Member at Large: Ailsa Hart, St. Marks Hospital London, UK   past:  Vineet Ahuja 
Member at Large (since 2024): Mark Silverberg, Mount Sinai Hospital Toronto, Canada 

Of the above, Pär Myrelid and Mark Silverberg (not in photo) have remained in their position. The other 
members are either new to the executive team or have rotated from other roles. The term for executive 
members is normally 2 years, with exceptions for the (deputy) chair, 3 years, and for the treasurer, 6 
years. 

 
B.2. Changes in committees and working groups: 
- Nominating committee  
New: Iris Dotan (chair), Matthieu Allez, Arthur Kaser, James Lewis 
Past :  Maria Abreu (chair), Willem Bemelman, Axel Dignass, Uma Mahadevan 
- Grant review committee 
James Lewis passed the position of chair to Gerhard Rogler, and Harry Sokol has been added as a new 
member to the committee 
- Endpoint Cluster Group 
Axel Dignass and Walter Reinisch passed the co-leadership to Vipul Jairath and Fernando Magro 
- PRO Cluster Group 
Edouard Louis passed the position of co-chair to Ailsa Hart 
- NEW (!) Industry Cluster Group has been formed during the AGM in Auckland.  
Co-leadership: Bill Sandborn (Mirador Therapeutics) and Irene Modesto (Pfizer) 

All past-executive team members, as well as the committee members who have rotated off 
have been thanked for their efforts and input for IOIBD during the ‘gala dinner’ in Auckland. 
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B.3. Strategic plan 2030 
The first project initiated by David Rubin is a strategic plan 2030 for IOIBD, involving many of the 
members and focusing on 4 subtopics: 
• Structure of the organization 
• Membership 
• Meetings 
• Finances and Legal 
Working groups have been established (in 2024) collaborating on these topics and the first meetings 
took place before the AGM 2025. Full IOIBD membership will be involved in this iterative process, 
leading to an even stronger organization that is fit for the future. The revision of the mission and 
vision of IOIBD, in which many of you contributed, are part of this strategic plan. 

 
REVISED VISION STATEMENT 

The International Organization for the Study of Inflammatory Bowel Disease will in the next 
decade lead global efforts to improve the lives of patients with IBD and to advance the scientific 
understanding of IBD towards prevention and cures. 
REVISED MISSION STATEMENT 
The International Organization for the Study of Inflammatory Bowel Disease is an international 
group of clinicians and scientists who strive to advance IBD care, education, and research 
through global engagement, communication, and collaboration. 
 
PROGRESS 
All working groups have had their meetings, and the leadership is represented in the current and prior 
executive teams. All groups will report on their findings based on the following options: 

• Do nothing: maintain status quo (issue is reviewed and discussed though) 

• Recommendation for change (categories):  

• minor adjustment: uncomplicated (simple errors or oversight in by-laws, does not 

change meaning or purpose) 

• major adjustment: something new or change that would require further action 

❑ vote by full membership, and/or 

❑ decision by executive committee, and/or 

❑ requirement by legal authority (e.g. financial management etc.) 

TIMELINE 
Working group proposals JUNE 2025 
Virtual voting to full membership; all items in one survey JULY 2025 
Results and report at UEG Executive meeting OCTOBER 2025 
Plan developing and finetuning, possibly extra round of voting etc. 
Presentation final plan AGM 2026 Porto MARCH 2026 
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Accepted proposed changes by working groups: 
STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION Axel Dignass, Bruce Sands 
Cluster groups have good outcomes, variable performance based on number of members in each group. 
It is important to revisit the cluster group topics. Possible more cross-cluster projects in future. Axel will 
write a proposal to redefine / re-organize the cluster groups. 

MEMBERSHIP    Ailsa Hart, Remo Panaccione 
- Affiliated membership is not widely supported by the working group. 
- The aim is to have a global representation and include developing countries and guarantee the quality 
of members. Importance of continuing academic contribution/ interactivity underpinning membership.  
- Due to the increase of the disease incidence globally, we will accept 10 extra new members over the 
next 5 years.  
 
MEETINGS    James Lindsay, Dermot McGovern 
-From each post-AGM survey, we learn that discussion is most important and most appreciated.  
Therefore, keep grant presentations, clusters, and new member presentations, and cut a session. 
-Showcase local talent, minimize use of non-IOIBD members other than from host country. 
-The number of industry members should never outnumber the number of academic members. 
-Each local Organising team can invite 10 local IBD doctors to join the AGM 
- For vote to all members: the format of the Satellite; all day Wednesday, versus half day Thursday 
If Wednesday, the Thursday could be used for extra (cluster group) meetings 

FINANCES AND LEGAL   Pär Myrelid, Marla Dubinsky 

-The partner fee for members bringing a guest to the AGM will be raised in 2026. The fee should cover 
the actual fee of double room occupancy and the dinners. The excursions will be offered as a separate 
option with cost per excursion. 
- Travel expenses for invited speakers will be capped in 2026. Based on actual flight options, a maximum 
fee will be communicated to all invited speakers. 
- IOIBD should provide support for members from low to middle income countries with travel bursaries 
covering (part of) their travel cost to attend the AGM (need to apply for support, will be handled 
confidentially) 
- The corporate membership fee will be adjusted to 40.000 EURO annually per 2026 (was 30.000). This 
has already been socialized with the corporate partners at AGM 2025 and refined via the new Industry 
Cluster for 2026. 
- Allocate more money for the website  
- Plan to replace Marischka at retirement (in 2028) 
Marischka will write a bid book with requirements for both Association management (secretariat, grants, 
membership program, committee meetings etc.) and Meeting planning (the AGM and Satellite). Given 
the structure of the foundation, it would be logical to have an agency either in Sweden (Foundation) or 
The Netherlands (IOIBD Institute). 
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LEGAL STRUCTURE FOR IOIBD 
I.  The IOIBD Foundation – founded in Sweden in 1997 under the name  
       Stifelsen for Utbildning och Forsknin avseende lnflammatoriska Tarmsjukdomar (SUFIT) 

II. The IOIBD Institute BV (LLC) – founded in The Netherlands in November 2021 
100% of the shares are owned by the Foundation 

The IOIBD Foundation Chair and Treasurer serve as boardmembers in the IOIBD Institute, along with two 
Dutch Members. 

The IOIBD Institute BV (LLC) focuses on activities to support the mission of the 
Foundation by initiating projects like the Satellite meeting, cluster meetings, 

sponsored activities etc.  
100% of the BV (LLC) net profit will be transferred to the Foundation. 

B.4. Membership 
B.4.a. Update corporate members: 
New in 2025: Mirador Therapeutics, Sanofi 
Ended in 2025: Abivax, Landos (now AbbVie), Morphic Tx (now Eli Lilly), Nestlé, Ventyx 
 
 
B.4.b. Update physician members: 
  

  
New members for IOIBD in January 2025: 
-> Raja Atreya (nominated by Walter Reinisch and Julian 
Panes) 
-> Rupert Leong (nominated by Richard Gearry, Michael 
Kamm and Vineet Ahuja) 
-> Millie Long (nominated by Charles Bernstein and Bruce 
Sands) 
-> Florian Rieder (nominated by Britta Siegmund and Marla 
Dubinsky) 

 
 

Deadline to submit applications for new members: 
 01 September annually! 
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B.5. IOIBD Grants programs https://ioibd.org/grants/ 
The IOIBD Grant Review Committee consists of the following members: 
Gerhard Rogler (chair), Ashwin Ananthakrishnan, Dermot McGovern, and Harry Sokol, plus the members 
at Large: Ailsa Hart and Mark Silverberg 
 
Deadline to submit applications for all grant applications: 01 September annually! 
 
B.5.a. The Operating Grant program consists of 4x50.000 EURO 
Members who have been successful applicants in 2024, cannot submit an operating grant for 2025. If a 
research project exceeds 50.000 EURO, an explanation is requested about further funding. 
Operating grant form can be requested with the secretariat: ioibd@mkproducties.nl  
 
B.5.b. The Travel Grant program consists of a total of 20.000 EURO. 

  
B.5.c. IOIBD Clinical Experience Exchange to foster investigative careers in IBD  
This travel grant of 60,000 USD for 1 year training, is supported by The Helmsley Charitable Trust and 
runs for three years. Due to COVID-19 the startup has been slow, but two candidates have finished their 
training: Malambo Mubbunu from South Africa has spent a year with Vineet Ahuja at the All-India 
Institute, New Delhi, India. And Viviana Parra from Colombia has spent a year with Severine Vermeire at 
the UZ Leuven. 
Both candidates will join us in Porto to give a short update on their experience. 
 
Other successful connections have been made for Wasuwit Wanchaitanawong (Thailand) who has 
started training with Ashwin Ananthakrishnan in Boston, and for Onuma Sattayalertyanyong (Thailand) 
who has started training in Winnipeg with Charles Bernstein.   

 
The last two candidates will start in the course of 2025: Jeffri Gunawan (Indonesia), who will train in 
Cambridge with Arthur Kaser and Edries Tejan (Sierra Leone) will train with Rupa Banerjee in Hyderabad. 
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C. WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
C.1. IOIBD Surveys 
Although we try to minimize this, your input is sometimes 
asked for Surveys.  
 
C.2. IOIBD Publication guidelines 
Please don’t forget to send your IOIBD publication to the 
dedicated committee before submitting to any journal for 
publication. This committee is formed by: Corey Siegel 
(Chair), Anne Griffiths, Gilaad Kaplan, James Lewis, 
Gerasimos Mantzaris and Jürgen Schölmerich 
The committee has drafted guidelines for publications 
that can be found on the IOBID site: 
https://www.ioibd.org/publications  

 
C.3. Website:  www.ioibd.org  Login details: your name + password: ioibdOPT-IN2022 
-> We want to include a short bio for all our members on the publicly available part of the website.        
Please check for example with the profile of Iris Dotan and Maria Abreu. Send your short bio to  
Marischka at ioibd@mkproducties.nl 
 -> Please check your details on the IOIBD website in the section members 
http://www.ioibd.org/members If you want to update your picture or have other alterations, please 
contact Marischka ioibd@mkproducties.nl 

 

Dates for the upcoming AGM’s: 
 
(18) 19-22 March 2026 Porto, Portugal 
(14) 15-18 April 2027, Oslo, Norway 
 
We hope to see you in Porto for the IOIBD Events 2026! 
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