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Dear IOIBD members, Dear Friends         
date: 30 June 2026 
 
It is a pleasure to forward this IOIBD Newsletter, highlighting events in the IOIBD community. 
 
We celebrate another successful IOIBD meeting, from 19-22 March 2026 in Porto, Portugal. The meeting 
was very well attended with 91 delegates for the Satellite and 139 delegates for the AGM. We have sadly 
missed our colleagues from Israel, as well as some delegates who experienced cancelled travel 
arrangements due to the instability in the Middle East.   
Based on your feedback in the post-AGM survey, the Porto events have been very well received both 
from a scientific and social point of view. 
A huge thank you once more to the local Organising committee chaired by Fernando Magro, with Maria 
Abreu, Paulo Kotze, Laurent Peyrin-Biroulet and Harry Sokol.  
 
Porto post-event details (presentations, pictures, video): Porto post-event details 
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Thanks again to the 
Organising committee 
including Maria Abreu 
and Laurent Peyrin-
Biroulet (not in picture) 
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With this newsletter, we also want to update you on some important deadlines and communicate 
decisions from our last executive meetings. We have a lot to share with you! 
 
In the meantime, preparations for the next AGMs in Oslo (2027) and in Vancouver (2028) are well 

underway. The Oslo scientific program is almost signed off and plans for 
the Satellite meeting are nearly finished. The Oslo registration pack will be 
shared with you by 1 September 2026 
 
 

A. FUTURE VENUES 
1. Annual General IOIBD Meeting 2027: Thursday 15 – Sunday 18 April 2027 in 

Oslo,Norway 
Faculty and sponsor dinner, Wednesday 14 April 2027 
Satellite meeting: Thursday 15 April (08:00-15:00 hrs) 
Organisers AGM: Tom Øresland (chair), Jonas Halfvarsson, Pär Myrelid, Johan Burisch, 
Marte Lie Høivik, Björn Moum, and Morten Vatn 
Organisers Satellite: James Lindsay, Dermot McGovern 

2. Annual General IOIBD Meeting 2028: Thursday 23 – Sunday 26 March 2028 in 
Vancouver, Canada 
Faculty and sponsor dinner, Wednesday 22 March 2028 
Satellite meeting: Thursday 23 March 2029 (08:00-15:00) 
Organisers AGM: Mark Silverberg (chair), Matthieu Allez, and Remo Panaccione, with 
support from all Canadian IOIBD members 
Organisers Satellite: Dermot McGovern plus new deputy scientific secretary 

3. Annual General IOIBD Meeting 2029: Thursday 15 – Sunday 18 March 2029 in Jaipur, 
India  
Faculty and sponsor dinner, Wednesday 14 March 2029 
Satellite meeting: Thursday 15 March 2029 (08:00-15:00) 
Organisers AGM: Vineet Ahuja (chair), Rupa Banerjee, and Ajit Sood 
Organisers Satellite: Dermot McGovern plus new deputy scientific secretary 

Please block your calendar for these next AGMs 
 

B. UPDATES  
B.1. Strategic plan 2030 

The results of the strategic plan 2030 for IOIBD have been 
presented by David Rubin and the working group leaders 
during the Business Meeting on 19 March 2026 in Porto. An 
overview of the results is included below. 
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The Strategic plan project was approved by the executive team in 2024 to define a more structured, 
perennial plan for IOIBD, using the existing information such as the bylaws, the SOP’s, information on the 
website, and the new legal structure.  
Taskforce formed including the executive team and member-volunteers. The taskforce group members 
were a good representation of the current membership (younger, senior, ex-executive members, male, 
female) 
 
REVISED VISION STATEMENT 

The International Organization for the Study of Inflammatory Bowel Disease will in the next 
decade lead global efforts to improve the lives of patients with IBD and to advance the scientific 
understanding of IBD towards prevention and cures. 
REVISED MISSION STATEMENT 
The International Organization for the Study of Inflammatory Bowel Disease is an international 
group of clinicians and scientists who strive to advance IBD care, education, and research 
through global engagement, communication, and collaboration. 
 
Accepted proposed changes by working groups: 
 
STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION Axel Dignass, Bruce Sands 
The structure of the organization with committees and cluster groups works well and is confirmed. 
Important to share information about structure and SOPs with members 

i. to improve understanding and transparency 
ii. an organisation chart will be part of the information 

Strengthen global representation of IOIBD (in membership, in representation, in activities) 
i. more global representation doesn’t mean opening the AGM meeting to external observers 
ii. efforts to include members from underrepresented countries and to diversify will continue 

Cluster activities will be adapted 
i. Cluster group leadership now has one point of contact in the executive team who 

coordinates: the Deputy Chair  
ii. Extra meetings within cluster leadership and deputy chair 
iii. Cluster scopes need to be revisited every 5 years. (e.g. Nutrition cluster will stop after 

current projects are finalized) 
iv. Cross-cluster projects or Ad hoc projects possible and encouraged 
v. More time for cluster groups to meet at AGM (already implemented) 

Website will include more of the IOIBD activities, supported by social media activities 
i. website will have a public facing part and a members-only part to share information 

MEMBERSHIP    Ailsa Hart, Remo Panaccione 
Overall size: 

• The goal is to increase the number of active members by ten (10) over the next five (5) years, to 
get new blood in and to be inclusive globally and across other specialties e.g. surgeons, 
pathologists, radiologists etc.  

• Importance of continuing academic contribution/ interactivity underpinning membership.  
• The growth of the organisation should not impact on the culture of collegiality and intimacy. 
• Affiliate membership carefully discussed and has been dismissed by the group. 
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Academic membership  
Rules of attendance: active members cannot skip more than 2 meetings in a row; senior members 
cannot skip more than 3 meetings in a row. Special circumstances can lead to exceptions. 
Rules of acceptance and the procedure for new membership have been updated in 2022, no need for 
change 
The need for a senior committee to represent the interests of senior members was discussed.  

• Senior members will meet regularly by zoom / teams, supported by the secretariat and 
chaired by Stephen Hanauer.  

• The committee chair will attend the executive committee meeting during the Annual 
General Meeting, as a non-voting member. Assignments / tasks can be part of the ask. 

Corporate membership has been discussed and approved as status quo.  
• It is important that corporate delegates don’t outnumber the academic members in our 

meetings to maintain the spirit/ purpose of the organisation. 
• Noted a larger demand from industry to join IOIBD, mostly biotech startups. Usually 

temporary membership (few years) thus great turnover and a less sustainable 
relationship.  

• Due to the increased membership fee, quite a few companies have discontinued 
membership. No tiered fee system for corporate membership, but this is in place for 
sponsorships of Satellite Meeting. 

• Note the new Industry Cluster 

 
MEETINGS    James Lindsay, Dermot McGovern 

AGM 

From each post-AGM survey, we learn that discussion is most important and most appreciated  

• Keep grants, clusters, new members but cut one session to allow more discussion 

• Showcase local talent, minimize use of non-IOIBD members other than from host country 

• The number of industry members should never outnumber the number of academic members 

• Each local Organising team can invite 10 local IBD doctors to join the AGM 

Need global reach for destinations covering each continent within a defined period  

• Exec committee organizational support for countries with 1-2 members 

• Financial support package agreed for travel to AGM for people who find costs of 

attendance prohibitive 

• Apart from the IOIBD Secretariat, it is necessary to work with a local agency to support 

the organisation of events 

• Social events at AGM excellent 

Agency running the IOIBD secretariat (MK Producties BV) will change over course of next 2 years 
SATELLITE 

• Need to explain purpose of the Satellite to membership 
• Topics to be defined by the Scientific committee, in conjunction with industry and regulators.  
• Predefined tangible output is important! 
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WEBSITE 
• As a society we should emphasize our scientific output like Stride III, reclassification, and cluster 

projects. Maybe include a video message from cluster leadership. 
• Consider presentation of outcomes from IOIBD grants. 
• The IOIBD papers should be downloadable from the website. 
• Possibly include celebrations of former IOIBD members who devoted their lives to IBD. 

 
Where are we with outcomes:  

• Annual general meeting: all implemented in Porto and will continue 
• Satellite Structure: all implemented in Porto and will continue 

• Sponsorship tiers agreed and implemented 
• Importance of clear communication on objectives of the Satellite meeting will be 

highlighted 
• The vote around Satellite timing was clear: most members 57,4% voted in favor 

of the Thursday morning, 35,5% voted for Wednesday afternoon/ Thursday 
morning. In total 78% of the membership voted.  

• Travel bursaries: approved for members needing support with the cost of travelling to 
the AGM. Based on integrity between the member and the treasurer.  

FINANCES AND LEGAL   Pär Myrelid, Marla Dubinsky 

Decisions partly already implemented 
o Academic Membership fee (100 €) remains unchanged 
o The partner contribution has changed - representing the actual cost 
o The corporate membership fee has been raised to 40K € in coordination with the industry 

cluster members 
o Sponsor packages for the Satellite have been adjusted and an extra tier added: BIO TECH 

level. In coordination with the industry cluster.  
o As the financial situation for IOIBD is solid and stable, we need to invest back in the 

organisation. 
i. Education - possibly webinars on Stride-III and classification as discussed earlier.  
ii. Grants - new global grants (the Helmsley grant will stop soon). 

o CME accredited meetings with IOIBD branded content, or side meetings for local 
physician pre-or post AGM (like Auckland) with local sponsoring. Up to local organizers 
of the AGM.  

o Transitioning the secretariat to a new agency when Marischka retires (March 2028). 
IOIBD needs a dedicated person to take over, who needs to be embedded in a corporate 
structure (agency). The aim is to have such person shadow for some time before taking 
over.  
6 agencies have sent their proposal after a tender developed by Marischka. 3 short-listed 
for further interviews and review. We are in the final stages of choosing the agency that 
will eventually take over. 
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The updated website will go live on 1 September 2026 ! 
Final step is to include all changes in the bylaws, and if necessary, approve by members.  

LEGAL STRUCTURE FOR IOIBD 
I.  The IOIBD Foundation – founded in Sweden in 1997 under the name  
       Stifelsen for Utbildning och Forsknin avseende lnflammatoriska Tarmsjukdomar (SUFIT) 

II. The IOIBD Institute BV (LLC) – founded in The Netherlands in November 2021 
100% of the shares are owned by the Foundation 

The IOIBD Foundation Chair and Treasurer serve as boardmembers in the IOIBD Institute, along with two 
Dutch Members. 

The IOIBD Institute BV (LLC) focuses on activities to support the mission of the 
Foundation by initiating projects like the Satellite meeting, cluster meetings, 

sponsored activities etc.  
100% of the BV (LLC) net profit will be transferred to the Foundation. 

B.4. Executive team members 
Mark Silverberg has served the executive team as Member at Large in the past two years. 
The Rules of Association indicate that the members at large serving the executive team cannot come 
from the same continent. As Ailsa Hart is the other MAL, we have asked for non-European volunteers 
and 4 enthusiastic active members have applied. 
Based on several criteria their applications have been reviewed and discussed by the nominating 
committee.  
The committee has discussed with the executive team, and the decision was to propose that Edward 
Loftus takes over the position of Member at Large for the next two years. 
This proposal is accepted by majority vote during the AGM Business meeting on Thursday 19 March 
2026. 

B.4. Membership 
B.4.a. Update corporate members: 
New corporate partners in 2026: AstraZeneca, Microbiotica 
Corporate partners that stepped out: Amgen, BMS, Boehringer Ingelheim, Cyto Reason, Galapagos, 
Iterative Health, and Dova Health 

B.4.b. Update physician members: 
Tine Jess (nominated by Dermot McGovern, and Millie Long) 
Katsuyoshi Matsuoka (nominated by David Rubin, Stefan Schreiber, Toshifumi Hibi, and Mamoru 
Watanabe) 
Saurabh Mehandru (nominated by JF Colombel, and Markus Neurath) 
Holm Uhlig (nominated by Dan Turner, Gerhard Rogler, Simon Travis, and Aleixo Muise) 
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Tine Jess     Kats Matsuoka       Saurabh Mehandru       Holm Uhlig 
Welcome to all!! We have enjoyed your ‘New member’ lecture in Porto, March 2026 

Nominating committee: 
Iris Dotan (chair), Matthieu Allez, Arthur Kaser, and James Lewis. 

New Member Procedure:  
All academic members are allowed to bring forward or support one (1) candidate member per year. An 
updated Profile for New Members as well as an updated Nomination Process have been established in 
June 2022 and details can be found here:  Profile and Process for IOIBD New Members (pdf). 

The nominating committee will consider and judge the candidates and reports to the Executive 
committee during the Fall Executive meeting with an advice for acceptance. The Executive committee 
makes the final decisions. All candidates as well as nominating members are informed after decision. 

Deadline to submit applications for new members:  01 September annually! ioibd@mkproducties.nl 
 
B.5. IOIBD Grants programs  
Grant Review Committee  
Gerhard Rogler (chair), Ashwin Ananthakrishnan, Dermot McGovern, and Harry Sokol, plus the members 
at Large: Ailsa Hart and Ed Loftus 
Deadline to submit applications for all grant applications: 01 September annually! 
 
B.5.a. The Operating Grant program consists of 4x50.000 EURO 
Members who have been successful applicants in 2025, cannot submit an operating grant in 2026. If a 
research project exceeds 50.000 EURO, an explanation is requested about further funding. 
Operating grant form can be requested with the secretariat: ioibd@mkproducties.nl  
 
B.5.b. The Travel Grant program consists of a total of 20.000 EURO. 

  
B.5.c. IOIBD Clinical Experience Exchange to foster investigative careers in IBD  
This travel grant of 60,000 USD for 1 year training, is supported by The Helmsley Charitable Trust and 
runs for three years. Due to COVID-19 the startup has been slow, but two candidates have finished their 
training: Mubbunu Malambo from South Africa and Viviana Parra from Colombia. They delivered an 
impressive testimonial during the AGM in Porto.  
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Other successful connections have been made for Wasuwit Wanchaitanawong (Thailand) who has 
started training with Ashwin Ananthakrishnan in Boston, and for Onuma Sattayalertyanyong (Thailand) 
who has started training in Winnipeg with Charles Bernstein.   
The last two candidates who will undergo their training are: 
Muhran Issa Hashlamon (Palestine), who started his training in Israel at the Sheba Medical Center in 
Ramat Gan with Shomron Ben-Horin.  
And finally, Mukesh Kumar Ranjan (Nepal) will train with Rupert Leong at the Concord Hospital in  
Sydney. 

 
 
B.5.d. Women in IBD Leadership Program 
On Wednesday 17 June 2026, the final virtual session with 
mentors and mentees of the Women in IBD Leadership 
program took place. A celebration of growth and success 
for the first cohort (9 mentees) in this program, supported 
by Pfizer.  
The 9-month program includes: 
- 3 live sessions with an inspirational speaker,  
- monthly one on one mentor-mentee sessions, and   
- two one on one sessions with a business coach.   
The course is documented with EMPOWHER newsletters, 

survey results and the presentations of the live sessions.   
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Because of the success of the program, both IOIBD and Pfizer are willing to invest in a second cohort. 
Promotion of the next program will start on 7 July 2026, so please keep your eye out for this. 
AND, importantly, think of a possible junior female faculty member who could benefit from this 
unique program!  
 
 
C. WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

C.1.  Executive team members call for 
volunteers: 
1. Deputy Scientific Secretary from March 2027  
2. Member at Large from March 2027  
For both positions we are looking for non-North 
American volunteers to team with Dermot 
McGovern (Scientific Secretary) and Ed Loftus 
(the other MAL) 
Deadline for application including your 
motivation and a recent CV: 01 September 2026 
to ioibd@mkproducties.nl 
 
C.2. IOIBD Surveys 

Although we try to minimize this, your input is sometimes asked for Surveys.  
 

C.3. IOIBD Publication guidelines 
Please don’t forget to send your IOIBD publication to the dedicated committee before submitting to any 
journal for publication. This committee is formed by: Corey Siegel (Chair), Anne Griffiths, Gilaad Kaplan, 
James Lewis, Gerasimos Mantzaris and Jürgen Schölmerich 
The committee has drafted guidelines for publications that can be found on the IOBID site: 
https://www.ioibd.org/publications  
 
C.4. Website:  www.ioibd.org   
Per 1 September 2026, the updated website will go live enabling you to 
- log in and adjust your own details 
- see members only content,  
- register for meetings etc. 
We are very excited!! 

 

Dates for the upcoming AGM’s: 
 
(14) 15-18 April 2027, Oslo, Norway 
(22) 23-26 March 2028, Vancouver, Canada 
(14) 15-18 March 2029, Jaipur, India 
 

We hope to see you in Oslo for the IOIBD Events 2027! 
Registration packs will be available from 1 September 2026 
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